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How to Love God 
It’s easy to talk about loving God but how do we actually do it? Three 
thousand years ago, the Psalmist boiled it down to this:

“Let those who love the LORD hate evil.” (Psalm 97:10) 

Does it make you uncomfortable to hear words like love and hate used in 
the same sentence? If so, avoid the prophet Amos. He wrote: “Hate evil, 
love good; maintain justice in the courts. (Amos 5:15). The apostle Paul 
agreed: “Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.” (Romans 12:9). 

God is love. That’s why He hates evil and why His people should too. 
Evil not only destroys people, it kills love itself. Jesus said, “Because of 
the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.” (Matthew 
24:12). In other words, when evil goes up, love goes down. 

Loving God and hating evil is like loving life and hating cancer. All good 
parents understand the difference between loving their children without 
loving everything they say and do. 

But where do we begin? Corruption? Crime? Racism? Terrorism? Media 
dishonesty? Abortion? Political chicanery? Sex trafficking? 
Homosexuality? The national debt? Adultery? Gossip? Child abuse? 
Drug abuse? All these evils deserve fierce opposition, but they are not 
where a Christian begins. We begin by hating the evil in ourselves. It’s 
called repentance and it is the soil from which real love grows. 

As Christians, we have no call to hate or harm people. But looking over 
today’s world, it’s time for love to get tough against evil. 
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